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PRESS: Akaku: Maui Community Television, Inc.

CHAIR SINENCI: ... (gavel)... Aloha mai kakou. Welcome to the Environmental,
Agricultural, and Cultural Preservation Committee meeting of March 12, 2019. It is
1:32 p.m. I am Shane Sinenci, your Committee Chair, and before we go forward, may
I please ask that you silence all cell phone ringers and noise-making devices? Mahalo.
Brief introductions, we have Vice-Chair Tasha Kama.

VICE-CHAIR KAMA: Aloha auinala, Chair.

CHAIR SINENCI: Aloha. Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Aloha, Chair.

CHAIR SINENCI: I believe Member Yuki Sugimura is excused for this meeting. Member Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Good afternoon, Chair.
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CHAIR SINENCI: Member Molina.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Good afternoon, Chair.
CHAIR SINENCI: And Council Chair Kelly King--
COUNCILMEMBER KING: Aloha, Chair.

CHAIR SINENCI: welcome. And we also have Non-Voting Member Ms. Keani Rawlins-
Fernandez.

COUNCILMEMBER RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Alcha, Chair.

CHAIR SINENCI: Aloha. Welcome. Today, also on the, the Chamber floor, we have from
Corporate Counsel, Richelle Thomson. Aloha. In, in the Chambers, with us today, we
have Shayne Agawa of the Environm..., Environmental Management,
Tamara Farnsworth, of the Environmental Protection and Sustainability Division;
Cecile Powell, Recycling Specialist; Jenny Aievoli of the Abandoned Vehicles and Metal,
Metals Administrator; Allyson Higa of the Abandoned Vehicles Coordinator; Michele
Yoshimura of the. . .Budget Director; Sandy Baz, Managing Director; Michele McLean,
Planning Director; Mr. David Underwood, Director of Personnel Services, Personnel
Services; and Ms. Rowena Dagdag-Andaya, Deputy Director of Public Works.
Welcome. We also have Ms. Susan Lebo today, visiting, joining us today. Welcome.

MS. LEBO: Alocha.

CHAIR SINENCI: She is the Archaeology Branch Chief of the State Historic Preservation
Division, Department of Land and Natural Resources. For our staff, we have
Carla Nakata, Kasie Apo-Takayama, Nicole Siegel, Rayna Yap, and Christie Chung. In
our District Offices, we have Ms. Mavis Medeiros; Lanai District Office,
Denise Fernandez; and Molokai District Office, Zhantell Lindo. Welcome. Today’s
agenda items, we have three items today: EACP-20, County Archaeologist;
EACP-17(3), Matters Within the Committee’s Subject Matter Jurisdiction and Overview
of the Environmental Protection and Sustainability Division of the Department of

Environmental Management. We also have EACP-21, the Intergovernmental
Agreements with State Department of Health relating to Contracts for Glass Recycling
and E-Waste.

Testimony. For individuals testifying in the Chamber, please sign up at the desk, just
outside the Chamber door. If testifying from one of the remote testimony sites, please
sign up with District Office Staff. Testimony will be limited to only the items on the
agenda today. Pursuant to the Rules of the Council, each testifier will be allowed to
testify for up to three minutes per item. When testifying, please state your name, and
the name of any organization you may be representing. Pursuant to the Rules of the
Council, if you are a paid lobbyist, please inform the Committee. We have established
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a connection to the Council District Offices. I believe Ms. Mavis is. . .Okay, okay. For
our first testimony—

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: You're skipping on the TV.

CHAIR SINENCI: Ms. Mavis, can you mute your mic, please? Thank you. Okay, so our first
testifier, testifying on item EACP-20, is Mr. Daniel Kanahele, followed by
Michele Lincoln.

. . . BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY . ..

MR. KANAHELE: As we say in Hawaii, good morning. My name is Daniel Kanahele, and I
am testifying as an individual with regards to the agenda item on County
Archaeologist. The Countywide Policy Plan’s vision statement, the last sentence says,
[ quote, “That which makes Maui County unique in the world will be preserved,
celebrated, and protected for generations to come.” That’s the vision statement.
Vision statements, mission statements, value statements, found in the Countywide
Policy Plan, in the County Island Plans, are significant, because those are the guiding
stars for County government. They’re like Hokulea and Hokupaa, the wayfinding stars
that the Polynesians used to navigate the Pacific Ocean. So, these are important
values, they represent the highest values, the things that are most important to you as
a governing body, so that every decision you make, every action you take, should be
governed by the vision statements, mission statements, governing principles, and core
values of these plans, and I just read one of them pertaining to preserving what makes
Hawaii, Maui, unique. And what, what does make Maui unique? Well, it’s the historic
buildings, it’s the cultural sites, the heiaus, and so on and so forth. Now, many of
these do have some protection within the Historic Districts, like Lahaina and Wailuku.
But if they are outside of the Historic Districts, then they have less protection. And so
I know one of the objectives of the plan is to give these properties, culture resources,
historical resources, more protection, and that’s an objective in the Maui Island Plan.
So, we, we cannot depend on the State of Hawaii, the State Legislature, the
Department of Land and Natural Resources, State Historic Preservation Division, to
protect our historic and cultural sites, because the SHPD is chronically and critically
underfunded and understaffed. We don’t even have a Maui Archaeologist right now.
Susan Lebo is doing all the work at Kapolei, on Maui for here. There are no feet or
eyes on the ground. So we, ‘cause the sites are here, we should take kuleana, we
should take responsibility to take care of our own, right? Not rely on folks on Oahu.
You know, I, I, I have a strong feeling about home rule, and what we should do for
ourselves. What we should do for ourselves is get an Archaeologist, fund that
position. We need one. We talked about it, let’s fund it, and let’s get it done, and let’s
move forward—

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes.

MR. KANAHELE: Thank you very much.



ENVIRONMENTAL, AGRICULTURAL, AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

March 12, 2019

CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you, Mr. Kanahele.

MR. KANAHELE: I'd be happy to answer any questions.

CHAIR SINENCI: Any questions for the testifier? Members? Seeing none, mahalo.
MR. KANAHELE: Thank you, Chair. And thank you, Members.

CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you. Next testifier is Michele Lincoln on EACP-20, followed by
Noelani Ahia.

MS. LINCOLN: Aloha, my name is Michele Lincoln. Thank you for letting me testify on this
agenda item. [ think that it would be really great to fund a local Archaeologist, from
the County’s perspective, to make projects go faster, but also more efficient and make
sure we’re protecting accurate things. Another reason is, right now we are updating
our Community Plans, and if we would have had a community Archaeologist when we
updated our Community Plan in 1996, they would have known that in 1979, for
example, in Lahaina, David Malo’s property right now is gonna be covered by houses.
It’s. . .when they did the archaeology. . .Survey Report in 1979, they said it should be
a historical. . .registered for the National Register of Historic Places, it was part of the
Alamihi Fish Pond, a famous battle was there, it was Crown Land, and here we have a
housing development going on it. So it just kinda shows how the State Historic
Preservation Department is. . .that, that’s very critically important, and we’re putting
houses on it. So we’re dropping the ball somewhere, and I think with the Community
Plans coming into effect right now, it would be a really great time to have a little more
oversight in these areas. The reason I got involved with all this is through Kahoma
Residential, which is a project that’s being built by my house. And I'm not against
affordable housing, but on the property line where there is an existing heiau, that was
proved by the Connolly Report, they originally denied that project, but they overturned
the decision because they said if they denied this project, then it would affect Hoopili
on Oahu. And I just don’t think that projects on Maui should be contingent to
legalities happening on another island. So I think that’s another thing, just to protect
our cultural resources. And when the developer was in violation, when they put up
the dust vents, they took down. . .they, they destroyed the rocks that were existing
and took down some trees, and they did not have an archaeological survey. . .they
weren’t meeting the requirements, they didn’t have anybody on-site, and I'm thinking,
I'm not really trying to start. . .stop a housing development, I’'m just trying to ensure
that integrity is happening. So instead of filing any kind of thing in court, I already
have them in court, instead of adding to that and delaying the project, instead I wrote
a term paper on integrity. And I'm just gonna read you a couple of the highlights from
that letter, and I just sent it to all the interested parties at that time. “Archaeology in
Hawaii is a sacred profession. Archaeologists are not only recording historical
findings, but the culture of the Hawaiian people is directly connected to the past. It is
entwined in the very essence of the people. Whether we believe in it or not, we are still
the beneficiary. The Aloha Spirit is manifested by God through the Hawaiian culture.”
And I ended my paper with, “The developers, departments, divisions, commissions,
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consultants, and in this case, County Councilmembers, that protect and preserve
Hawaiian culture and history, are held to a higher level of scrutiny, as they are
keepers of the future, by preserving the past.” Thank you.

CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you, Ms. Lincoln. Members, any questions for Ms. Lincoln? Seeing
none. . .oh, one? Go ahead, Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. I'm not opposed to the Archaeologist. I just was
wondering, would that extensive research that you have on that project site, how, how
would having an Archaeologist, in your opinion, have affected it differently?

MS. LINCOLN: ‘Cause, I think if, like, right now, they’re doing the Community Plans. I think
if, while they were doing the plans, they had an Archaeologist kind of consulting along
the way, they could have said. . .‘cause in 1996, when they did the Community Plan--
we’re updating that now for West Maui--they could have said, oh, by the way, you
know, that should be registered in the National Res..., Historic Places because of an
Archaeology Survey Report. So, all that data would be put in, and I don’t think it
would have been put on as that it could be zoned for development. So, I, I just think
that right now especially, since we’re updating Community Plans, it’s vital to have
more eyes and feet on the properties, on the ground, to help influence. . .so that we’re
making going oh, we wanna put a housing development here? Well, maybe that’s not
such a good idea, because it was a farnous battleground between the High Chief of
Maui and Kamehameha the Great, and it was David Malo’s homestead, gifted to him
by Kamehameha III, and it was an inland fish pond, you know. So these are all
important things that maybe, if we would have had. . .so I'm just saying, I'm, I maybe
can’t help this, but I think with our Community Plans going forward in all the different
counties and districts, that it, it’s better to do it so that you don’t have a developer
waste all their money putting together a project when they know oh, hey, that’s
historical. Or there’s a heiau there, so we have to make sure we put our plans
together, being mindful of that. I just think that now is a perfect time to do it, based
on historically how it’s kind of failed, thét, don’t live with the failures, move forward.
How can we learn from that, and how cegi we protect further sites? So that would be
my influence there.

i

CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you for your optimism.

CHAIR SINENCIL: Member Rawlins-Fernandez.”

B

COUNCILMEMBER RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. Sorry, I just. . .mahalo for your
testimony. I'm, I'm not familiar with the project, I was just wondering which housing
project this was.

MS. LINCOLN: This one is Kahoma Village, Stanford Carr, it’s being currently built right now
in Lahaina, and, like for example, when they did their Archaeological Survey Report,

-6 -



ENVIRONMENTAL, AGRICULTURAL, AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

March 12, 2019

they said there was nothing significant about the property, but they used the 1884
Bishop Map, and they said they used 1970’s survey reports. Well, the Bishop Map
shows that it’s David Malo’s homestead, and David Malo’s name is not mentioned in
any of their, you know, findings or whatever. So that just, like, I think we just need a
little more oversight on someone who cares, that’s in the Department that’s going, hey,
wait a minute, I know that that’s David Malo’s homestead. How come that’s not in
Stanford Carr’s Archaeological Survey Report? You know, how come it’s missing? So,
I just think it gives us one more layer of oversight in. . .for the same reasons I'm
saying, is that if you don’t protect the Hawaiian culture, you’re gonna lose the culture.
So we have to be proactive, and I think that’s, especially with the Community Plans,
this just seems like a no-brainer to me.

COUNCILMEMBER RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo. Mahalo, Chair.
CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Lincoln.
MS. LINCOLN: Thank you.

CHAIR SINENCI: Our next testifier is Ms. Noelani Ahia, on EACP-20. She’ll be followed by
Ms. Clare Apana.

MS. AHIA: Aloha, Council and Chair. I'm Noelani Ahia, testifying on EACP-20. I echo the
previous testifier’s testimony for many, many logistical reasons. I think this is a very,
very important idea. But more so than the logistical reasons, I think that if this is
done correctly, it can help us shift the conversation around protecting what is sacred
and important to the kanaka maoli. I'm just gonna play you a quick clip of something
that Mayor Kim from Hawaii Island said at a meeting amongst the public and some
scientists and activists for TMT. So, just have a listen, it’s only about 30 seconds.
(plays recording) “I told that group from the University, you people of science look at
Mauna Kea as of science, because it is perfect for your science. But I wanted them to
know there are others that look at Mauna Kea as part of their soul. And then I told
that group, if you are going to trample on people’s soul, all I ask is that you do it with
care, with caution, and above all, above all, compassion.” Okay, I hope you could hear
that. What he said was, if you are going to trample on the soul of a people, I ask that
you do it with care and compassion. Now, hopefully, all of you are bright enough to
recognize what’s wrong with that suggestion. But, I bring this up to point out that
this is a prevailing attitude in the settler of governmental structures that we deal with,
particularly in relation to protecting sacred spaces. I do believe that this legislation
could help change the conversation around protecting sacred spaces, our iwi kupuna,
the collective mana, and the living culture that depends on these things to exist. If
kanaka maoli cannot exist as kanaka maoli, and we only exist as assimilated
westerners, then we are dead. We are lost as a people. But some of the modern
archaeological practices ignore the kanaka maoli values and contribute to the erasure
of who we are. So we end up erased both in life and in death. I would like to see this
position with a vision for the County to create a role where someone can look through
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the lens of the kanaka maoli people and use that perspective in their work to center
protecting and honoring what is valuable to us as aboriginal people. Mahalo.

CHAIR SINENCI: Mahalo, Ms. Ahia. Members? Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you for your testimony. To me, I, I feel like you’re like
what an expert lay person would want out of an Archaeologist, and in your testimony,
you said, if it’s done right. And I was wondering if you had made some research or
lists about how it could be done right, and how it could be done wrong?

MS. AHIA: Well, I have some ideas. I'm obviously not an Archaeologist, that’s not my
training. I'm a healthcare practitioner, so I see everything through the lens of how we
can help our people heal. And this is one of those, one of those things, is how we take
care of archaeological finds. And in my experience, you know, the archaeologists, who
are working out there, theyre not bad people, they just are. . . theyre trained from a
different Western perspective. And so for us, as kanaka maoli, you know, that
sometimes they come to the Burial Council, really excited that they found iwi, and I'm
like, you guys, that’s our ancestor, it’s not like, something to be joyous about. So,
even just having that basic respect about, you know, what they’re looking for and why
they’re looking for it. For us, we don’t necessarily need to maha’oi everything. Once
we know something is there, we can put the kapu up and protect it. Like, that is not a
place to build, there’s more appropriate places to build. But we don’t have anybody. .
.there’s no, there’s no historic preservation process that is actually mapping all of
Maui to look at, what are the places? Like the previous testifier said, that have all this
historical context, because the way the process works, it’s up to a developer to hire a
contract Archaeologist to do the work for the developer. And so it, it sometimes can
lead down a path that doesn’t. . .it doesn’t fully encompass the scope of what needs to
be identified. And it also doesn’t have any power to, to prevent further desecration.
Sometimes it actually leads to further desecration. So, those are my thoughts.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: So for me, yeah, I would. . .it would be really helpful if, if
maybe, bumbai, we can brainstorm on what exactly. . .how to do it right.

MS. AHIA: Yeah, I think it’'s gonna take a lot of community input. ‘Cause there’s a lot of
people on the ground who have been working, trying to figure out solutions. So, I
think we have to be solution-oriented and all put our heads together. Yeah. Mahalo.

CHAIR SINENCI: Okay. Member Rawlins-Fernandez.

COUNCILMEMBER RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. Mahalo, Ms. Ahia, for your
testimony today. Last term, Chair King passed a requirement to have a, a Cultural
Practitioner or expert on the, on all of the Planning Commissions. Since we don’t have
a reso for the Archaeologist, is, is that something that you’re thinking could be done
right, is some kind of training? Like the County Archaeologist would have some kind
of training in our, Hawaii’s history, and values, and, to that?
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MS. AHIA: Well, you know, ideally, in a perfect world, we would be able to find a kanaka
maoli Archaeologist who already has that lens and is already trained in seeing the
world from that perspective. If that’s not possible, the next best thing would be
somebody who was extremely open to learning from the community and from the
people who are born and raised in those places. There is a. . .I know there is a couple
groups on Oahu who are doing mapping projects, and they consist of students,
archaeologists, anthropologists, but they’re all coming from a kanaka maoli lens, and
I, 'm kind of hoping that what we can do here is somewhat modeled after that. So, I
think it would be great to bring in some of the people from the other islands who are
already working on this type of thing, so we don’t have to reinvent the wheel, but we
can make something that’s very Maui-specific, and at the end of the day, be able to
protect our, our sacred places, and our iwi kupuna. Mahalo.

COUNCILMEMBER RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo. Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR SINENCI: Mahalo, Ms. Ahia. Our next testifier is Ms. Clare Apana, speaking
on. . .EACP-20.

MS. APANA: Good afternoon, Chair. Good afternoon, Councilmembers. This is a very heavy
issue for all of us, for myself, and for many years, as you know, have been testifying
about various shortcomings in the system. I will start by saying that I have spoken to
Susan Lebo several times, and we have both come to places where the shortcoming in
the system has not allowed me to advocate in the way that I feel would be effective in
protecting cultural sites. And her hands are tied, and I believe that having our own
County Archaeologist would take away some of the critical issues that are placed upon
SHPD, and I'm not sure that they’re correctly placed there, because SHPD doesn’t live
here on Maui, we do. We live on Maui, we should have someone advocating for our
island. I can’t tell you how many times I have come to bring information to a project
and been told I can’t talk to the people on Maui in the SHPD office, I have to talk to
Dr. Downer. And when [ tried to do that. . .there’s one project I've been working on
since June of last year. . .trying to get an, an appointment with him, or an answer by
email to my questions, and [ don’t get an answer, and that’s just not right. But, what
does he know? Does he live here? Does he love this place the way we love this place?
Ill tell you, the Kahoma project that Ms. Lincoln spoke about earlier, I sat through
every single one of those Land Use Commission meetings, and I'll tell you, that we did
our very best, armed with a 1984 Archaeological Inventory Survey that showed the
heiau. And our cultural practice, all of the things that we had found and historically,
in all of the records, our own practice was not enough to stop this, because the first
vote said no, this project is not right, not ready.

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes.
MS. APANA: And the vote had to go to another vote because of Hoo..., Hoopili, and that is

tremendously wrong. Why should we suffer a loss of something that could easily have
been preserved because of building in Honolulu?
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CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you, Ms. Ahia.

MS. APANA: Thank you.

CHAIR SINENCI: Members, any questions?

MS. APANA: Apana.

CHAIR SINENCI: I'm sorry. Yes, Chair.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Aloha, Clare. Thank you for being here.
MS. APANA: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Because you've been advocating for so long, and I know you've
dealt extensively with the different departments, where would you like to see. . .if we, if
we can get this Archaeologist, you know, get it described in a way that is meaningful,
where would you like to see this position sit? In Planning or Public Works? Or do you
have a different idea?

MS. APANA: I think it would be good if this person might be able to be independent, so as to
be able to interact with all of the commiss..., the, the different places. Because I know
I, I heard something from people who are. . .have different, just, just in the elevator,
about County projects, and how they would think that maybe that would be good.
Because they could then have an Archaeologist and not have the delays of waiting for
SHPD to have time to see their, their, their project. I, I, if you had to choose one place,
I think there’s more power in the Public Works Department. [ think that Planning is
certainly an important place, but I would like to see a little autonomy in this position,
and I would love to see a cultural branch, where we could actually take care of these,
these problems that have. . .arisen that continue to arise, and, you know, causes
delays in projects, which I know the County doesn’t want to see. But, perhaps if
they’re done correctly to begin with, protection could be had, better academia, as far
as preparing the projects could be done, and everybody might win. I really feel that
this is a step that should be taken, and can be taken, and we have to try. We really
have to try.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. Thank you for your input. Thanks for being here.

MS. APANA: Thank you.

CHAIR SINENCI: Yeah. Anyone else? Thank you, Ms. Apana, and mahalo for all your work
and dedication on this topic. Mahalo. Is there anyone else in the Chambers that

wants to testify? We have one more testifier before we go to our District Offices.
Please state your name for the record.
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MS. KAMAUNU: Aloha. My name is Johanna Kamaunu. I am a member of the Maui/Lanai
Island Burial Council. I'm not sure how to address yet this request for the
Archaeologist, mainly because this is like a magic lamp we’re rubbing, and I'm not real
sure exactly what they can do for us, but there is a lot that needs to be done. As to
where they could be placed, I think it might be dependent on how useful they can be.
What we lack, as far as I can see, what we seem to lack in the process is monitoring
ability, and I would prefer to see the Archaeologist also, their job also include the
ability to train and manage monitors, whether they be cultural monitors or
archaeological monitors. The thing is, there’s not been a really good way of accounting
for the work as it gets done, from the start of permit, or even from the permitting
phase, there’s always questions on the permits, whether or not theyve been
completed. We can check off the list, but how accurately applied are all of those
checkmarks? And then after the fact, we’re not sure how often there is a review of the
process. In other words, a permit says you can do certain things, but are all of those
things being complied with? As we have found, they have not been complied with. In
fact, they have exceeded their. . .the permit conditions. So, for me, accountability is
really important, and perhaps if we had more cultural monitors, that it would help
alleviate some of that problem. And this is mainly because we’ve been able to see how
cultural monitors were able to be involved in a recent project. So it only makes sense
that if they were there, especially in sensitive areas, then it would help. As far as for
which Department to be in, I'm of the same mind as Clare. I prefer autonomy. Our
Aha Moku Council, its, its position in the State is not under any direct department, it
comes under the Chair, the, the Director. So, maybe the, the Mayor would be
interested in having this a part of his office. [ know, we know—

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes.

MS. KAMAUNU: --but there are other places to put them that might allow them the freedom
to be available. We need somebody who’s not gonna be afraid to say what needs to be
done there. That’s all I have to say.

CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you, Ms. Kamaunu. Members, any questions for Ms. Kamaunu?
Seeing none, thank you. Let’s, staff, let’s go out to our District Offices. Hana, do you
have any testifiers there, Ms. Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros?

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Aloha Chair, this is Mavis in Hana and there is nobody here
waiting to testify.

CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you. Lanai Office, Denise Fernandez, anyone there to testify on any
of the items?

MS. FERNANDEZ: Good afternoon, Chair. This is Denise Fernandez on Lanai, and there is
no one waiting to testify.

CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you. And our Molokai Office, Zhantell Lindo. Do you have anyone
there? .. .Molokai?
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MS. LINDQO: Aloha, Chair. This is Zhan at the Molokai District Office. We have two
testifiers.

CHAIR SINENCI: Okay. Who’s your first testifier, and what item are they testifying on?
MS. LINDO: Our first testifier is Mahina Poepoe on Item 17(3).
CHAIR SINENCI: Go ahead.

MS. POEPOE: Hi. This is Mahina, Mahina Poepoe. I really, before that, wanted to quickly
support the Archaeologist position. I would suggest in the job description to require
cultural understanding or demonstration that they can apply cultural knowledge to
the job and recognize the significance of that. Okay, onto the next item. I'm so excited
to see the presentation from Environment Protection and Sustainability, because
yesterday, I testified to you, mentioning issues with the recycling and solid waste on
Molokai. And then, since then, in one day, we have received communication from the
Department of Environmental Management, and it seems like they are eager and
willing to work with us, answering our questions, and, you know, trying to come up
with solutions. So that’s really exciting and I wanted to share with you guys. We've
formed, and are still welcoming people to participate, in our task force. . .we don’t
have a name yet. . .but we will be working with our recycling center and our landfill
guys, and community and the various departments to try and find solutions. And our
Councilwoman Keani and her staff has been very supportive, and really got the ball
rolling on this. You know, it’s so easy to complain about stuff, but what is really
needed is to follow up on the complaints with actions and solutions, and that’s our
intention. I hope that we have the rest of the Council’s support as well, and that you,
in your own communities, regard these as very urgent issues. Thank you.

CHAIR SINENCI: Mahalo, Ms. Poepoe. Members, any questions? Seeing none, Ms. Lindo,
could you name your next testifier please?

MS. LINDO: Yes. Our next testifier is Bridget Mowat on Item 17(3).

MS. MOWAT: Hello, my name is Bridget Mowat, and I just wanted to, to make, make some
comments on, you know, our landfills, and we all know the problems that we created
very fondly. One of the kupunas told me that they called our, our landfills Mount
Opala, and they kinda laughed about it. But I thought about how serious the, the
matter is, and it’s. . .and, and took me to a place where, I'm thinking a lot of people
really don’t know or they don’t understand what we've created. And I think we’re the
problem, the people are the problem, and it’s just not, it’s not a community, it’s not an
island, it’s not a County, it’'s a world problem. So, I think a lot can be said about
reusing items instead of throwing away, just cutting down on our waste, and I think
there’s a lot of information that, that the communities can benefit from. And so just
putting money towards educating, ways to reuse, like turning a, a wine bottle into a
lamp, or ways that, even though it, you know, Molokai is known for the entrepreneur
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and, and how we can create things out of items that we would normally throw away.
We throw away a lot of clothes. There’s like 72% of, of the waste in our landfills are,
are things that could be used, reused and, and, or recycled. But, but reusing and,
and not throwing away, just passing onto others that may be in need, that could be a
start just from, from Molokai, or from the, from the communities. Just education.
And I, I, too, am part of the task force, the group that was initiated by Councilwoman
Keani Rawlins-Fernandez, and just from the two meetings, one meeting we had, it has
brought so much enlightenment and education in my part. And it’s, and it’s
encouraging and it’s exciting to be part of a group where I think we’re going to help,
and not just throw everything on you folks, but we’re going to help to find solutions.
And if we all work together, you know, we maybe do the manpower, you guys supply
the money, maybe we can be successful. But, but I thank you. I thank you for the
opportunity to share, and my aloha to all of you.

CHAIR SINENCI: Mahalo, Ms. Mowat. Members, any questions for Ms. Mowat? Seeing
none, Ms. Lindo, anyone else? Is that it?

MS. LINDO: No, Chair. There are no further testifiers.

CHAIR SINENCI: Thank you. Okay, Members, seeing that there are no more individuals to
testify--

MS. NAKATA: Excuse me, Chair—

CHAIR SINENCI: --we have one more—

MS. NAKATA: --I think we have someone else.
CHAIR SINENCI: Mr. Law?

MR. LAW: Good afternoon. Mr. Sinenci, thank you for letting me speak at your meeting. I'm
encouraged at the last speaker’s comments. I've been here five years and I've watched
that, I call it, we got our own Opala Mountain there. I call it Mount Halekakala, in the
middle of Maui there, has grown pretty quickly here in the last couple of years, and
I'm glad that we have some Councilmembers that are conc..., concerned about the
issues. It’s, it’s. . .I don’t know what, what percentage of the problem it is, maybe like
10% of the problem of the world. What’s gonna happen is, the developing countries
are gonna catch up to us in their waste, so we’re coming to the point of now in the
next couple of decades. . .and some of you younger Members are gonna see it. . .we’re
either gonna be destroying, you know, it’s gonna be too late, or else we’re gonna open
up a new page. And I just think maybe, Mr. Baz, if you’re listening, maybe you could.
. .the budget guy over there. . .might wanna start thinking about raising the deposit to
10 cents per can and bottle. Thanks for your time.

CHAIR SINENCI: Members, any questions for Mr. Law? Seeing none, okay. With that,
we're. . .if there are no objections, I will close public testimony.
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